June, 2009 

Dear Incoming Students and their Parents: 

The English department at CAG welcomes you, a member of the class of 2013.  We are sure you are both nervous and excited about beginning your high school career this fall, but we also hope you are going to enjoy a restful and renewing summer. 

An important goal of the English program is to foster in you an appreciation of literature. As such, part of your summer enjoyment will be an opportunity to read for pleasure, and we hope you like the book we selected for you.   This year’s selection is a thriller by Malorie Blackman  - Naughts & Crosses 
Callum is a naught, a second-class citizen in a society run by the ruling crosses. Sephy is a daughter of the man slated to become prime minister. In their world, white naughts and black crosses simply don’t mix---and they certainly don’t fall in love. But that’s exactly what they’ve done. Now Callum and Sephy meet in secret and make excuses. But excuses no longer cut it when Sephy and her mother are nearly caught in a terrorist bombing planned by the Liberation Militia and Callum’s family is linked. Now Callum’s father is a prime suspect.

In the fall you will receive from your English teacher an assignment that you will complete about the book. There will be different options, but all will address: plot summary, character description, themes or messages, a personal connection to the work, recommendations to others, and 3 important quotes from the book.   It is strongly recommended that as you read you keep in-depth notes that reflect more than mere plot summary. These notes are strictly for your benefit and will be neither collected nor graded.  
Naughts and Crosses can be purchased online through Amazon.com.  Many students in grade 9 own copies of the book so borrow if you can.  

We look forward to your participation in the school and the English department. Enjoy your reading!
